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Peace, Toy, and Everlaſting Refreſhment be multiplied among you all. 


Early beloved Friends, my Spirit is and hath been un- 


EXE der a deep ſence of your joy and pure rejoycing, of _ 


your ſorrow and {ufferings; And in the midit of it, 

B my heart hath been melted and overcome, with the un-' 

| (peakable love which hath flowed from my life to you- 

ward, when I have beheld your glory and beauty, your 

' comline(s and purity, your innocency and fimplicity; And thele 
things my (piric hath viewed, and [I have beheld chem with much de 
"light, and my heart hath been ſs raviſhed with them, even in the 
- . nighitwarch, chat (]cep hath vaniſ'c from mez Andinttead of being 
- overtaken with thargrhich nacureis ſubje& unto; My heart hath been 
filed with joy, my mouthwith the high praiſe of the Lord upon my be4z And 
Ztherein.my foul hatch: Solaced it (elf, being abundancly revived with 
| thefreſt of my fathers love, which from my. ſoul hach flow- 
+ ed forth like ugto a mighty ſtream : And though my life hach breath- 
{ ed forth praiſes abundantly unto the Lord, yet my heart is full, and my 
Fw cup doth overflow, and my ſoul is poured forth into your boloms, 
where my,Fathers love and life is ſhed abroad, in which I do mott 

- . dearly ſalute you. 

i friends ! your work is weighty, your adverſaries maxy, and your 


tempracions xt 4 few, and thete things my foul have weighed, and | 3* 


_ ſeriouſly pondered upon; AndI have obſerved how che Nations in 


the moſt parts where-your relidence is, are angry with you, and bends | 


their brows againft you,and great have your lufferings been (in which 
the Lor4 hath nor left you comfirtieſs. ) And fo is it with our bre- 
thren beyond the Seas, Wiole taith and pacience che Lord tryerth, by 
_ their being cxerciſed infManifold Tribulations, bur it appeares by 
their wricings that the Lord is exceeding good unto them, and thar 
their confolation by his Spirit OY even in the midſt of them, 
which cend to the furcherance of tREGolpel; And truly Iam glad 
when I coniider how patiently you have luffered vzolexce to be done 
unto you, without doing v2olexce ro your adverſaries, which thing 1s 
become of good report among all that feareth the Lord, who have 
heard of your lony ſuffering and forbearance, which we have learned 
_ of our Lord and Matter, who pleads our cavſe and clears our innocen- 
.Cy, and teſt fi-th to the faces of your adverſaries by his witnels thar 
they have meaſured that mzaſureco you which they would not have mer 
unto themſelves, but when che cup of trembling comes to be put into 
> - theirhands, then ſhall chey wich ſorrow and grief of heart remem- 
© ber whacithey Rave done unto you, who have patiently ſuſtained 
grievous ſufferings from them, but withour controverſie many of them / 
who have aff! &ed you, muſt drink of that cup of ſuffering which they 
have put into your hands, and then ſhall che oppreſious wherewith 
they haveoppreſſed you, become their exceeding heavie burthen 3 But 
however friends,if the Lord ſhould yer ſuffer your ſufferings to be pro- 
- longed and continued for a ſeaſon, faint not you in your minds, but be 
= ftrong in the power of the Lords might, and be ye tender afte&ionated 
one towards another,for an unſpeakable neceſſity I ſee in theLighe of rhe 
Lord of your being tender one over another, that you may be a com- 
fort and a refreſhing onecoanotherin the Lord, in your (ſeveral Conn- 
ties, M-etings and Families,where youare diſperſed and ſcatrered abroad 
in the Nation and Nations, as lights in the World. 
| And Friends, beware of giving place to that which would gender 
- ſtrifeamong your ſelves, and bring you into varience one with ano- 
ther, for that ſpirit 1s not of God but of the World, and that will 
not eaſily paſle by fences, but will both give them and take them, 
neither will that bind up breaches, but make them worſe, neither 
will that edifie the body, bur will bring ſuffering upon ic, and the 
ſuffering which char ſpirit brings upon it, 1s more intollerable for the 
body then the ſufferings that its open adverſaries brings upon it, for 
it will rejoyce 1n che failings of the weak, and ict will be lifred up when 
the Righteous are caſt down,and will look more at the failings of o- 
chers, then at irs own; Now my adviſeto you is, to beware of it 
. watch is gpm againſt it,as againſt one of your greateſt and ſubtil- 
= eſt exemics of your ſouls and eternal peace. ' 
» © fad Friends, you that are diſperſed abroad in ſundry parts of the 
© Countiesg”and it may be, are not above twoor three Families in « Pa- 
.Peradventure ſome of the family are friends, and ſome are 
refore you had need to-be vigilent and circumſpe&; and 
ot re of letting in theſpirics of them that are of another ſpirit 
AD that which you are of, leſt thereby you looſe your Authority and 
Dommicy over them, and fo bring trouble*upon- your ſelves, which 
--— maPeaſily befal you,if you be too A#timate afd familiar with them. 
Again, you hadneed to watch over one another 7 tender love for 
good, thar if you ſee evil appearing in one another, you may betimes 
minde oneanother of it, though I know it will be a greater croſs to 
youto ſpeak to the party that is grilty,then irwould be for you to ſpeak 
to another of the thing, and when they come to hear of your ac- 
quainting others, with that which concerned them, and you not mind- 
ing themof the thing before, hence may prejudice arife, 
Which when this is gotten up, they in whom it is ſeated will ftrive 
to beget itn others againſt ſuch as they have prejudice againſt, and 


this will tend rather to the making of parties then unto peace 3 Theres 
fore be adviſcd ( 0h ! friends ) to take heed of that, apd I beleech 
you in the bowels of love, be per{waded to live in, love, pgace and 
unity onewith another, and be ye good paterns and $a o 
other in\all things, leaſt that you ſhould bring #:#thenswupon one ano= 
ther, which ( the Lord kroweth ) you had got. feed to Uo, for know 


| all of you in your ſeveral places whegeinou are ſert,who are truly un» | 


der the yoak have much to bear alreadyyfothar-trere is more neceflity © 


for your beari e anotheps bugthen the revs for your adding _ 
yato one anethe® burtheng Th J life in your ſelves, . 
chatin cil&love which beafl hingY#Fod.may be comprehended 
.Andaall you who art Rilers of F amilies, who have the overſight both 


more and me nn 


of children and ſervants, be ye Paterns of laye, of meeknefle and 


Wiſdom, of diligence and long-ſuffering, that ſo your Families may 
be brought inco theſe things, co the praiſe of God, and to your come 
fort; And beware of collerating any ev vicein your families, by gi- 
ving too much liberty to that which would be 1dle, Wanton,and Extra» 
at; Oh ! let not char be yourithed,neither in children nag fgryant, 

| 7 is living wittſ#ſs mey\an- 


-you-mt All ahen 
7h ek 


nacurally many men are ſubje& to upon provocation, as we our ſelves 
heretofore have been, when we were where they are 3 therefore let us 
the rather bear with them, conſidering how our Lord and Saviour 
hath born with us, who have obtained mercy from him, Glory, Hone 
ourand Renown be to his Name forever and ever. 

And Oh ye Children and Servants ! beſubjettand obedient unto your 
Parents and Syperiours in theLord, and be notfroward and perverſe, wil- 
ful, nor obſtiuate,but dutiful and ſubmiſſive,traable and condeſcending to 
every of their equal and juſt requirings, that there may beno varience, 
ſtrife, emulation nor con:ention in your families, but that love and 
peace may abound among youall; And fee that you flee and avoid 
all youthful luſts, and that you put away childiſhxeſs, and become grave, 
ſober, and diſcreet, daily provoking one another to love and to good 
works, and not to lightneſs nor wantonneſs, nor to folly and 
vanity which doth not become Saints; And withall be ye perſwaded 
and adviſed to dwell together in unity, love and peace, -and be ye 
helpful one to another in.what you may; »And thereby ingage you 
one another in love to ferve oneanother, and thereby you will come 
to be indeared one unto another, and ſo will come to be refreſhed to« 
gether with the ſweet ſincere milk of the Word of life from the breaſts 
of conſolation, 

Moreover Friends, as touching your meetings, let them be kept 


_ duely and orderly ( while you may )in the Wiſdom and Counſel of the 


Lord, and obſerve the time that is appoirited for friends to meet, that 
it may no longer be qbſerved by friends, that it is oftentimes ax hour 
or two, afterthe time appointed before friends be wholly gathered, 
this ought not to be, for ſeveral inconveniences attends this negle&, 
wherefore from henceforth { 0h Friends ! ) be perſwaded and adviſed 
to amend it. 

Theſe things were upon me to lay before yon, 0h ! my dearly beloved, 
co whommy heart is open, and often doth my life extend ir ſelf from 
Sea to Seato meet you, and dearly to ſalute you in the bowels of in- 
tire love, which full often yearns towards you; Oh! you faireſt and 
deareſt of all the Families of the Earth, God Almighty multiply his 
peace among you, and with his living preſence perpetually accompany 
you, ſo ſhall all Nations call you blefſed; Farewel inthe Lord from 
henceforth and for evermore, -» | 
Let this be read in your meetings and F ami» 

lies, when you ſee aſervice for it, 
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